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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 9468 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ESCAP, OCON, UR, CH 

SUBJECT: ESCAP: SOVIET-CHINESE ARGUMENT OVER MEMBERSHIP 
IN ASIAN PACIFIC TELECOMMUNITY 

REF: A) BANGKOK 8222, B) BANGKOK 23855 (NOTAL) 

1 . SOME SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS AND COUNTRY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ARE STILL PUZZLING OVER REGIONAL MEMBER- 
SHIP ISSUE RAISED BY USSR AND DESCRIBED REFTEL A. 

(ESCAP PRESS RELEASE ON THIS INCIDENT BEING SENT 
SEPARATELY). 

2. SOVIETS WERE TOLD BEFOREHAND THAT UN LEGAL OFFICE 
OPINION WAS BEING SOUGHT AND THAT RULING, AS BEFORE, 
WOULD DECLARE SOVIETS TO BE NON REGIONAL MEMBERS UNDER 
ESCAP TERMS OF REFERENCE. NEVERTHELESS, SOVIETS 
PERSISTED IN CHALLENGING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND THEN 
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CHINESE SAT SMILING IN FRONT OF THEM. 

3. THERE WAS AN ARGUMENT WITHIN SOVIET DELEGATION 
ON PROPER TACTICS TO FOLLOW. THE RANKING MAN FROM 
MOSCOW. SOVIET DEPUTY REPRESENTATIVE V. L. BORISSOV, 
HEAD OF SECTION OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC ORGANIZATIONS, 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. APPARENTLY WON OUT 
WITH HIS HARD LINE. ONE SOVIET ALIBI HEARD AFTER 
THIS INCIDENT WAS THAT SOVIETS WANTED QUOTE TO 
PROVOKE CHINESE UNQUOTE AND ALSO TO FOLLOW A CONSIS- 
TENT LINE CLAIMING REGIONAL MEMBERSHIP. 

4. PROVOKING CHINESE WITH A LOSING PROPOSITION 
IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND BUT SOVIETS HAVE AT 
LEAST BEEN CONSISTENT. REFTEL B DESCRIBES SOVIET 
FAILURE LAST NOVEMBER TO RAISE THEIR STATUS FROM 
OBSERVERS TO FULL MEMBERS IN TYPHOON COMMITTEE. 

5. ESCAP SECRETARIAT NOW EXPECTS SOVIETS WILL 
PURSUE THIS REGIONAL MEMBERSHIP ISSUE NEXT IN CCOP 
(COMMITTEE FOR COORDINATION OF JOINT PROSPECTING 
FOR MINERAL RESOURCES IN ASIAN OFFSHORE AREAS). 

THE ISSUE MAY ALSO BE PURSUED IN ECOSOC. 

6. ONE FURTHER IRONY TO THIS WHOLE AFFAIR SHOULD 
BE NOTED. THE CHINESE WON HANDS DOWN ON BOTH 
OCCASIONS WHEN QUESTIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN ASIAN 
PACIFIC TELECOMMUNITY WERE RAISED. UK GAVE UP ITS 
LONG ELABORATE ATTEMPT TO SECURE HONG KONG FULL 
MEMBERSHIP AFTER PRC FINALLY OPENLY DECLARED ITS 
OPPOSITION AND NOW THE SOVIETS HAVE ALSO LOST OUT. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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